Blessed are 1he Persecuted..

Lesson Plan

Key \erses: Matt 5:4, Acts 7
Obectives:
2/542’s -

e Tolearn how Stephen shared God's word.

o Tolearu how God was with Stephen even when others were mean to him.
A's&B's -

e Tolearn how Stephen shared God's word.

o Tolearn how God was with Stephen even whew others were mean to him.
K &1st -

o Tolearn the meanivg of Persecuted.

e Tolearn how Stephen shared God's word.

o Tolearv how God was with Stephen even whewn others were persecuting him.
20nd & 3rd -

e Tolearv the meanivg of Persecuted.

e Tolearn how Stephen shared God's word.

o Tolearv how God was with Stephen even whewn others were persecuting him.
4th & up -

o Tolearv the meanivg of Persecuted.
e Tolearn how Stephen shared God's word.

o Tolearv how God was with Stephen even whewn others were persecuting him.
Application:
2/s43’s -

o T com share God's word.

o T com kmow God is with me even whew others are mean to we.




A's&h's -
o T com share God's word.

o T com know God is with me even when others are mean to me.

K&1st -
o T can share God's word.

o T com know God is with me even when others are mean to me.

21nd & 2rd -

o T cam share God’'s word even under fear of persecution.

o T com know God is with me always.

E4+h & up -

e T cav share God's word even under fear of persecutiow,

o T com know God is with me always.
Activities:

2's&3’s - Stephew (color page) (page @)
Beatitudes (color page) (pane )
A's¢b’s - Stephen (color page) (page @)
Beatitudes (color page) (pane )
Stoning Stephen—TFind the Differences (page B)

K &1st - Stoning Stephen—TFind the Differevces (page 3)
Stephen—Wword Search (easy) (page 4)
Color the Beatitudes (page 10)
WMatch the Beatitude (easy) (page 11)
Decode the Beatitude (page 12)

2nd & 3rd - Stephen—word Search (med) (page 13)
WMatch the Beatitude (easy) (page 11)
WMatch the Beatitude (hard) (page 15)
Decode the Beatitude (page 12)

4th & up - Stephen—word Search (hard) (page 14)
Watch the Beatitude (easy) (page 11)
Wateh the Beatitude (hard) (page 15)

All Ages - Beatitudes Review Activity (page 16-17)




The Beatitudes

The next Beati-
tude Jesus teaches us in 3
WMatthew 510 is Blessed Il &
are those who are per- R\ & 4
secuted for righteous-
ness’ sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.
Stephen, a Christian v
the early church v Acts
was one such persow.
Let’s find out now he
reacted when he was persecuted for believing and teachivg others abont Jesus.

Blessed are the Persecuted.. (watr 510, cts 7)

Have you ever put vyour hand on a stove burver that is turned on? why haven'+ yon
knowingly placed vour nand on the hot burver? Wany of us have beew told that we will be
burned and to avoid paiv we are careful vot to put our hands near the hot stove. Sowme
of us have accidently touched the hot burner and burned our hand and suffered paiv as a
result. That pain reminds us to pay more attention whew we are vear a hot stove.

We can +ry to avoid suffering pain as much as possible but did you know there is a paiv
that is unavoidable if ou are a believer?

Jesus clearly said that anyone who was a follower of Him wonld suffer. He also promised
that anyone who suffered
for obedience +o Him would
be blessed.

If vou are a believer now
does it make you feel to
think about suffering be-
cause \ou are obedient to
what Jesus has asked you
to do? What are some
things Jesus asks us to do
that may cause others to
msult us?

As believers we have two
thoices. We can avoid suf-
fering like we would avoid a
hot burver. To wmake +this
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choice a follower of Jesus would not speak up about their faith +to others. They would be
afraid that others wonld make fun of them and they wouldn’+ want +to lose friends. The
second choice is +o be obedient to Jesus and trust Him o give us the conrage and comfort
we veed whew we face difficulties becanse we didu't try to avoid speaking freely abount
our faith in Jesus.

Let’s look at a person who
= did vot allow fear of suffer-

— ng) keep him from speaking
boldly the Words of God +o
people who didn’t believe in

/ Jesus as the Son of

/ - God. Acts 0D says Stephew
K A7 4 I ;2 was “full of faith and power,
5‘\ 7 Ky x\ el doing great wonders and

) B bt Y O & 51@145 among the peo-
iy : ple.”  Stephen was sharing

God’s word with others.

This made many of the

Pharisees and Jews angry.

"I They followed the Old Law

I ! and they did not want to be-

lieve in God or hear about

Him. They argued with Stephen, but he used God's words and wisdom +o defend the gos-

pel. Since they lost their argument with Stephen they came up with a plan to try +o get

Stephen in trouble. They found some people and made up lies about Him. As Stephen

stands before the Sanhedrin (a

council of religions leaders) they

saw something umusual abont his
appearance. As he was speaking
and defending the word of Ged his

face begom +o alow. '
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phen if the things he was being
acensed of were true. Stephen
answers him by givivg a history
lesson of God’s work in the lives
of His people. He tells that
throughount history the Jews
have rejected God's servants. He B N
starts at Avraham and God's call =




to him aud the promises to his descendants. Stephen tells of how Joseph’s brothers
were jealous of him and persecuted him by selling him as a slave in Egypt. God used Jo-
seph i Eaypt to rescue his family from famine. Stephen goes on +o talk about WMoses awd
how Grod used him +o lead Tsrael out of slavery in Egypt into the land God had promised
Abraham. Stephen told his andience that God’s people rejected WMoses. Stephen brivgs
the history of the Jew’s rejection of God's servawts to the presewt time, remivding them
what they had dove to Jesus. As the religions leaders heard Stephen tell +hem +hey
were guilty of murdering Jesus they didw't respond v a positive way. They were angry.
Stephen did ot allow fear of these angry men keep him from bringing hovor +o Je-
sus. He continned to point the andience to Jesus as the Son of God who was standing at
the right hand of Ged. .
But they were very anary, Y/ J
stubborn people who were
still reyecting the Good
News about Jesus. They
rushed toward Steplhen
grabbed him and dragoed
him out of the city. They
were so angry with Ste-
phen and God's message
they all beaan +o throw /«&
rocks at him. Bven as N I
Stephen was suffering as e #a,
a result of sharing God's Gt V9 (od)
truth he asked God +o P
forajive them for perse-
cuting him, ,
This lesson seems to have a sad ending but i+ doesn’+. Stephen was stoned +o
death but he was not alove as he suffered. He saw Jesus in heaven waiting for
him, Stephen left his life on this eartih and wewt to heaven to spend etervity with his
Savior Jesus. You and T can be comforted that if we are believers the Holy Spirit lives
inside of our hearts. Whatever God asks us o do while serving Him on this earth we will
have the power +o do becaunse He lives side of us. Owe day whew we leave this earth
we will spend the rest of eternity with our Savior, Jesus Christ.
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THE STONING OF STEPHEN

Spot 8 differences between the two pictures.
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Blessed are 1he Persecuted..
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Find the following words in the puzzle.
Words are hidden 2 and ¥V .
CHRISTIANS PERSECUTE STONES
HATE PHARISEES B
JESUS PRAYING '
LEADERS SCATIERED
MIRACLES STEPHEN
U;\




Blessed are +he Persecuted..

Color the Beatitudes

Color the shapes that have pieces of Beatitudes inside.

Blessed are they which are persecuted...

Give us this day
our daily bread.

Blessed are
the pure
in heart... Blessed Thou Blessed are
- shalt have they that
ye no other gods mourn...
before me.

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

Blessed are
the peacemakers: for
they shall be called
the children of

Blessed
are the poor in spirit:
for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.

Blessed are they which do
hunger & thirst after
righteousness sake: for theirs

is the kingdom of heaven.

For thine is
the kingdom, and
the power, and
the glory,
for ever

Honor thy
father

and thy
mother.
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Blessed are +he Persecuted..

Mateh the Beatitude to +he
person who showed that

attitude.

Blessed are the Poor
v Spirit for theirs is
+he
kingdom of heavew.

PRlessed are the Per-
secuted... for theirs
s the

kingdom of heavew,

Blessed are the

Peacemakers for

they will be called
sons of God.

Blessed are the
Meek for they will
inherit the earth.

Blessed are the
Werciful for they
will be shown WMerey.

Blessed are those
+that Mourn for they
will be

comforted.

Blessed are those
that Hunger and
Thirst for
Righteousness for
they will be filled.

Blessed are the Pure
in Heart for they will
see (qod.
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Blessed are +he Persecuted..
Decode +he Beatitude




Blessed are 1he Persecuted..
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Find the following words in the puzzle.
Words are hidden 2 ¥ and N .

BLASPHEMY

JEWS

CHRISTIANS

GLOW
HATE

LEADERS

MIRACLES

JESUS

PRAYING

SCATTERED
STEPHEN
STONES




Blessed are +he Persecuted..
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Find the following words in the puzzle.

Words are hidden N \y - & and N

SCATTERED
STEPHEN
STONES

BEATITUDE

BLASPHEMY

CHRISTIANS

GLOW
HATE

JESUS

JEWS

LEADERS

MIRACLES

PERSECUTE
PHARISEES
PRAYING

RIGHTEOUSNESS




Blessed are 1he Persecuted...
Mateh the Beatitude to the gift they will receive.

Blessed are the

Poor v Spirit

Blessed are the

WMeek

Blessed are those that
Huwaer and Thirst for

Blessed are the

Werciful

Blessed are the

Pure in Heart

Blessed are the

Peacemakers

PRlessed are those
+hat Mourn

Blessed are the

Persecuted

They will
be

comforted

They will
be called
+he sons

of God

They will
be shown
Werey

Theirs is
the
kingdow of
heavew

They will
see (Fod

They will
herit the
earth

Theirs is
the

kingdom of
heavew

They will
be filled
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Theirs is the :
Kingdom of |
Heaven |

i
They will be |
comforted

They will
wherit the
earth

They will be
filled

They will be
shown Merey |

They will see

God

They will be
called sons of

God

Theirs is the |
kingdom of |
heaven |

Blessed are
‘Poor in Spirit

Plessed are
+hose who
mourn

Blessed are
+he Meek

Blessed are those
who hunger and
+hirst for

Blessed are
+he Merciful

Blessed are
the Pure in
Heart

Blessed are
the
Peacemakers

Blessed are those
who are
persecuted for
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Building our Beatitudes

x  Cut ow solid lines
+  Fold into middle on dotted lines
«  Add picture

x Draw or Write ways ou can be a peacewmaker

we will be adding a picture and how we can show the beatitude each week.
Activity page only needs to be printed once. A new picture +o put on will be
sent each week. See samples below.

Folded Folded and Filled

Share
Theirs is the
Blessed are 1144 =
s ingdom of
Poor in Spirit Heaven
[ — =
Blessed are ) || Blessed are They will be-
Hrose who They will be- | those who \1{ ved |
S comforted | mourn gomorids |
[ I
i o | Blesseiia They will in- |
=] re :
Blessed are A i herit the
herit the | the Week 0
+he WMeek carth | ‘| . |
|
| | Blessed are those . |
Blessed are those . | | Whe hanger and They will be
who hunger and They will be ‘ | ’mrsf for filled
thirst for filled | ighteousness
righteousness \ |
} | Blessed are They will be i
Blessed are They will be ‘ e Merciful shown Weroy|
+he WMerciful shown Wercy | | |
I Blessed are .
;I i T o } the Pure in ng::[ 58|
e .
ssed are They will see | Heart |
+he Pure in God |
Heart | Blessed are They will be ‘
| the Peace- called sons of |
Blessed are They will be ‘ makers God ‘
+the Peace- called sons of} T j
essed are those irs i
makers God who are persecut- TV.'MrS is the
I ed for righteous- kiugdom of |
[Blessed are those Theirs is the ‘ ness heaven
Wo are persecut- Livad £ |
ed for righteous- hgygom o |
ness heaven ‘




